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1 Introduction 

This document address the creation of an outline, describing best management principles for the Site and 

Landscape Design, intended for use in the Lafayette Parish geographic area.  Both general and broad Site 

and Landscape concepts are addressed. 

 

Discussed in this publication are current concepts, reflecting sustainable green infrastructure strategies, 

important to manage stormwater runoff through multi-functional landscape design and overall good 

stewardship practices. 

 

Green Infrastructure is a comprehensive land planning and engineering design approach with the goal of 

maintaining, as the minimum, the pre-development hydrologic regime in a watershed without solely using 

conventional development and detention basin techniques to satisfy drainage and flood mitigation 

requirements.  

 

The term Green Infrastructure describes an approach to infrastructure management that is cost-effective, 

sustainable, and environmentally friendly. Green Infrastructure management approaches in function by 

slowing runoff, reducing runoff volume, minimize pollutants, promoting infiltration, and utilizing 

evapotranspiration through plantings. 

 

The Louisiana Office of Community Development Disaster Recovery Unit (OCD-DRU) approved 

funding for Lafayette Consolidated Government to provide a template for plans of a Model Community 

Watershed Development (MCWD).   

 

2 Authority 
 

The Landscape Ordinance, O-128-2001, adopted August 28, 2001, as amended, is intended 

to supersede and replace Article IV, Section 9 – Landscape Requirements, of Ordinance O- 

191, Appendix C, of the Code of Ordinances of the City-Parish of Lafayette, Louisiana, and it shall be 

codified as such. 

 

3 Intent of Landscaping Requirements and Standards 
 

The intent and purpose of this document  is to modify and enhance the character of the streetscape and 

motor vehicle use areas through the introduction of natural vegetation and landscaping, without unduly 

burdening property owners, to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the specified 

municipality; facilitate the creation of an attractive and harmonious community; conserve properties, their 

values and their character by preventing the harmful effects of unregulated development; conserve natural 

resources; and to encourage the appropriate use of the land.  

 

These Landscape Requirements establish standards, generally in compliance with Louisiana Horticulture 

Law Rules and Regulations, for the protection of natural plant communities; the provision of post-



construction landscaping within specified municipality; and the education of the public as to the merits of 

preservation and conservation of natural vegetative habitat for the following nonexclusive purposes: 

 

3.1  Preservation of Existing Vegetation 

To Promote the preservation of open space, the existing tree canopy, conserve and protect, insofar as 

possible, healthy existing natural vegetation, and encourage the incorporation of plant materials, 

especially native plants, plant communities and ecosystems into landscape design, where possible. 

 

                     

 

 

 

3.2  Human Values 

                                          
To assist in delineating separation of spaces, structures, uses, and activities on a site, or between adjacent 

sites. To enhance the streetscape by separating the pedestrian from motor vehicles, glare abatement and 

moderating temperatures of impervious areas, filtering air of fumes and dust; providing shade, attenuating 

noise and reducing the visual impact of large expanses of pavement. To provide important benefits to 

human beings through the use of landscaping to reduce noise and glare, break up monotony, and soften 

the harsher aspects of urban development; to educate citizens as to the advantages of preservation of trees 

and existing natural landscaping, with the view toward promotion of voluntary preservation of such 

features and reversal of the development trend whereby property is clear cut and thereafter landscaped 

with non-native plant materials in artificial settings. 

 



 

3.3  Community Design 

To Promote and increase design compatibility between different land uses, while ensuring attractive 

views from streets and adjacent properties; To promote the improvement of the aesthetic appearance of 

commercial, industrial, and residential areas through landscape design; allowing flexibility in order to 

promote innovative, diverse and cost-conscious approaches to the design, installation and maintenance of 

landscaping. Enhance and maintain property values and the aesthetic quality and character of the 

community. 

 

                                             
            
After its reconstruction, Worldwide Plaza became a neighborhood asset  
Through successful collaboration and community engagement 

 

3.4  Environmental Quality 

To improve environmental quality by recognizing the numerous beneficial effects of landscaping upon 

the environment; encouraging and promoting through forestation the replenishment of the local stock of 

plant material suitable for growing in Lafayette Parish; encouraging and promoting the preservation of 

existing trees; protecting, replacing, and increasing the number of trees in the community; and facilitating 

compliance with State and Federal legislation relative to the environment, including in particular the 

Clean Air Act. 

 

                                                   
 

 

3.5  Air & Water Quality Management 

 

To improve the quality of the built and natural environments through air quality enhancements, energy 

conservation, reductions in the amount and rate of stormwater runoff and erosion, stormwater runoff 

quality improvements and an increase in the capacity of groundwater recharge.  To promote water-

efficiency in Landscape Design, Landscape improvements shall be designed with water-efficiency as a 



goal. Landscape water-efficiency shall be measured by an annual water budget to facilitate water 

conservation; this guideline shall apply to the design of all regulated landscapes. To promote the 

conservation of potable and non-potable water by encouraging the preservation of existing plant 

communities; encouraging the planting of natural or uncultivated areas; encouraging the use of site 

specific plant materials; providing for natural water recharge; preventing excess runoff; and facilitating 

compliance with State and Federal legislation relative to water and air quality, including in particular the 

Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act. 

 

   
                                                                    
        At Mullaly Park in the Bronx, breaks along the curb direct runoff  

 

 

4 Applicability 
 

4.1   Land Affected by this Ordinance 
 
4.1.1 Corporate Limits of the City of Lafayette:  

 

These regulations shall apply to all land development activities located within the Corporate Limits of 

the City of Lafayette.   The Landscape Requirements shall apply to: 

 New construction  

 Re-construction  

 Expansion or modification of a detached single-family dwelling on an individual lot during 

the time of application for a Building Permit or Certificate of Occupancy.  

 A lot which did not meet the Landscape Requirements at the time of the original 

adoption of this Ordinance (April 5, 1993) shall not be required to comply unless and 

until there is a cumulative building expansion of the percentage indicated in the table 

below: 

 

Building Size / Percent Expansion 

 

0 to 2,000 square feet     =   50% 

2,001 to 5,000 square feet     =   35% 

5,001 to 10,000 square feet    =  30% 

10,001 square feet or larger   =   25% 

 
4.1.2 Unincorporated areas of Lafayette Parish: 

 



The Landscape Requirements shall apply to: 

 

 New multifamily  

 Commercial  

 Industrial construction  

 A lot which did not meet the Landscape Requirements at the time of the original 

adoption of this Ordinance (April 5, 1993) shall not be required to comply unless and 

until there is a cumulative building expansion of the percentage indicated in the table 

below: 

 

Building Size / Percent Expansion 

 

0 to 2,000 square feet     =   50% 

2,001 to 5,000 square feet     =   35% 

5,001 to 10,000 square feet    =  30% 

10,001 square feet or larger   =   25% 

 
4.1.3 Exemptions 

 

The requirements of this Section shall not apply to the following: 

1. Single-family detached residences. 

2. Developments without a vehicular use area. 

 
4.1.4 Appeal Process 

 

An appeal of the requirements of this Section shall be made to the Hearing Examiner of the Department 

of Planning, Zoning, and Codes. 

 

 

5      General Landscape Requirements 
 

1) Landscaping required by this Article shall comply with the minimum State or local sight 

distance requirements for street intersections and driveways. 

 

2) Required landscaping shall not obstruct or impede public pedestrian routes including sidewalks 

and greenway trails. 

 

3) Whenever any planting areas required by this Article are adjacent to motor vehicle surface areas 

or motor vehicle display areas, the planting areas shall be protected from motor vehicle intrusion 

or damage by active restraint devices, such as bollards, wheel stops or curbing. 

 

4) The soil surface of all planting areas required by this Article shall be stabilized to prevent 

erosion. In addition to required interior trees and shrubs, the soil surfaces of planting areas shall 

contain live groundcover, mulch, flowering plants, permeable pedestrian paver blocks, or a 

combination thereof. 

 

5) All required plantings installed shall be nursery grown stock that is free from disease or growth 

problems and shall comply with the latest edition of the American Standards for Nursery Stock, 



published by the American Nurserymen’s Association and be consistent with the standards set 

forth by the State of Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service. 

 

6) The property owner is responsible for maintaining all required plant materials in good health. 

Any dead or missing plants must be replaced with new planting which meets the minimum 

installation dimension standards of this section. Plant replacement shall take place within one (1) 

month of written notification by the Zoning Administrator. In the event that plant material is 

severely damaged due to an unusual weather occurrence or other act of nature, or if replacement 

plantings are unavailable within one (1) month of written notification, the landowner will have 

six (6) months from the date of written notification to replace plantings. 

 

7) Where appropriate, the location of overhead utility lines shall be considered during the 

placement of required trees. The maximum mature height of required trees shall be determined 

as follows. 

 

a) Trees with a maximum mature height of less than twenty-five (25) feet shall be used 

where they will be planted within twenty-five (25) feet, measured horizontally, from 

overhead power lines. 

b) Trees with a maximum mature height of less than thirty-five (35) feet shall be used 

where they will be planted within thirty (30) feet, measured horizontally, from 

overhead power lines. 

c) Trees with a maximum mature height of greater than thirty-five (35) feet may be used 

where they will be planted more than thirty (30) feet, measured horizontally, from 

overhead power lines so long as they do not have a horizontal spread of more than 

twenty-five (25) feet from the trunk. 

 

8) Safety and security concerns (CPTED Principles) should receive prominent consideration during 

the selection and placement of landscape materials. 

 

9) A minimum five (5) foot radius containing no plant materials or structural elements other than 

groundcover plants shall be maintained around all fire protection equipment, including fire 

hydrants, post indicator valves, etc. Obvious sight lines to the fire protection equipment shall be 

maintained at all times. 

 

10) All plant material used to satisfy the requirements of this Article shall be maintained in sound 

condition by the property owner. Proper maintenance of plant material includes regular 

mulching, watering, and pruning as well as the replacement of any required plantings which are 

damaged and/or dying. 

 

11) Landscaping materials planted to satisfy the requirements of this Article shall be distributed 

throughout the planting area as evenly as possible. 

 

 

          



 

 

6 Green Infrastructure and Site Design Requirements 

6.1   Site Selection / Pre-Design Assessment and Planning                               

1. Select sites within existing communities to encourage site development in an effort to reduce the 

need for additional infrastructure, impervious built environment / development impacts, and pollution 

which in turn supports local economy and improve human health. 

2. Select brownfields or greyfields for redevelopment, channeling investment into urban areas, reduce 

pressure on undeveloped land, reduce resource consumption and restore ecosystem services to 

damaged sites. 

3. Selection of sites that encourages the development of non-motorized transportation (i.e. by 

pedestrians and bicyclists) near and accessible to public transit, this to reduce pollution and improve 

human health. 

4. Conduct an accurate and detailed pre-design assessment of site conditions to explore options and 

opportunities for site sustainability. Research is to be done prior to design phase to inform decisions 

about site design, construction, operation, and maintenance outcomes.  

5. Use a multidisciplinary team of professionals, experienced in sustainable practices, to process site 

development and to collaborate on an integrated design, construction implementation and 

maintenance plan for the site.  

6. Engage the site users and other stakeholders in meaningful participation of site design during the 

design process in order to identify needs and to supplement professional expertise with local 

knowledge. 

7. During site development and construction of the site, ensure that the project promotes and provides 

equitable economic or social benefits to the local community. 

8. Promote equitable use of the site ensuring that the project provides economic or social benefits to 

the local community. 

9. Protect and maintain unique cultural and historical places locations, attributes and artifacts to 

enhance a site's sense of place and meaning. 

10. Provide and promote use of the site by increasing user's optimum site accessibility, safe access to 

outdoor spaces, and understandable “way-finding” architecture, landscape, hardscape, signs, and 

maps.  

11. Provide opportunities that encourage outdoor physical activity to improve human health. 

12. Provide visual and physical connections to the outdoor views of vegetation and quiet outdoor 

spaces to optimize for mental health and restoration benefits of site users. 

13. Provide outdoor gathering spaces of various sizes and orientations to accommodate groups for 

social interaction, for the purpose of building community and improving social connections. 



14. Reduce light pollution by minimizing light trespass for the purpose of reducing sky-glow, 

minimizing negative effects on nocturnal environments and human health and functioning. 

15. Select energy efficient outdoor fixtures and equipment that reduce outdoor energy consumption 

and costs associated with site use for all landscape and exterior operations. 

16. Use renewable sources for landscape electricity needs to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions 

associated with site operations and minimize air pollution, habitat destruction, and pollution from 

fossil fuel-based energy production. 

17. Encourage and reward innovation in sustainable site design practices for exceptional 

performance above requirements in site categories not specifically addressed by the Sustainable Sites 

Initiative Guidelines and Performance Benchmarks. 

 
6.2 Site Design – Water /Floodplain, Stormwater, Irrigation 

 

       

 

1. Protect floodplain functions by limiting new development within the historic (non-prior 

converted) 100-year floodplain. 

2. Preserve wetlands by avoiding development in those areas.  

3. Protect and restore riparian, wetland, and shoreline buffers to improve flood control, 

water-quality, stabilize soils, control erosion, and provide wildlife corridors and habitat. 

4. Rehabilitate ecosystem functions and values of any lost streams, wetlands, and shorelines 

that have been artificially modified, using stable geo-morphological and vegetative methods.  

                                              

                                      __________ 

 



5. Design stormwater features to provide a landscape amenity. Integrate visually and 

physically accessible stormwater features into the site in an aesthetically pleasing way. 

 

 

 

6. Manage stormwater on-site. Replicate the hydrologic condition (infiltration, runoff, and 

evaporation, transpiration) of the site based on historic, natural, and undeveloped ecosystems in 

the region. 

 High Performance Landscape Guidelines for NYC 

 

7. Protect and enhance on-site water resources and receiving water quality. Prevent or 

minimize generation, mobilization, and transport of common stormwater pollutants and 

watershed-specific pollutants of concern to receiving waters, including surface water and 

groundwater, and combined sewers or stormwater systems.  

8. Promote innovative and effective land and water management techniques that protect and 

enhance water quality. 

9. Landscaping associated with storm drainage facilities shall be integrated into the overall 

design of the project. It shall enhance the overall appearance of the project, prevent erosion and 

improve water quality of storm water runoff whenever possible. 

10. Storm drainage facilities may function as open space for active recreation, trail corridors or 

habitat enhancement areas if they are designed appropriately.  

11. Reduce potable water use for landscape irrigation. Limit or eliminate the use of potable 

water, natural surface water (such as lakes, rivers, and streams), and groundwater withdrawals 

for landscape irrigation. Encourage alternative irrigation methods and water conservation 

strategies with reconnection of downspout to rain barrels and cisterns. 

12. Use best management stormwater practices such as rainwater harvesting, rain gardens and 

vegetated swales. 

13. Reduce duration of landscape irrigation after plants have been established. 



14. Maintain water features to conserve water and other resources. Design and maintain water 

features with minimal or no refill water from potable sources or other natural surface or 

subsurface water resources. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

6.3 Site Design – Soil and Vegetation 

1) Trees – Native Habitat 

 

a) Preserve threatened or endangered species and their habitats. Avoid development of areas 

that contain habitat for plant and animal species identified on federal or state threatened or 

endangered lists.  

b) Control and manage known invasive plants found on site. Develop and implement an active 

management plan for the control and subsequent management of known invasive plants found on 

site to limit damage to local ecosystem services. 

c) Use only plants that are noninvasive and appropriate for site conditions, climate, and design 

intent to improve landscape performance and reduce resource use. 

d) Preserve all vegetation designated as special status. Identify and preserve all vegetation 

designated as special status by local, state, or federal entities. 

e) Preserve or restore appropriate plant biomass on site. Maintain or establish regionally 

appropriate vegetative biomass to support the ecosystem service benefits provided by vegetation 

on-site. 

f) Support sustainable practices in plant production. Purchase plants from providers that reduce 

resource consumption and waste. 

g) Use native plants appropriate to the eco-region of the site. 

h) Preserve plant communities native to the eco-region of the site to contribute to regional 

diversity of flora and provide habitat for native wildlife. 

i) Restore plant communities native to the eco-region of the site to contribute to regional 

diversity of flora and provide habitat for native wildlife. 

j) Use vegetation to minimize building heating requirements. Place vegetation in strategic 

locations around buildings to reduce energy consumption and costs associated with indoor 

climate control for heating. 



k) Use vegetation to minimize building cooling requirements. Place vegetation and/or vegetated 

structures in strategic locations around buildings to shade building to reduce energy consumption 

and costs associated with indoor climate control. 

l) Reduce urban heat island effects. Use vegetation and reflective materials to provide shade, to 

reduce heat islands and minimize effects on microclimate on human and wildlife habitat. 

m) Reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire. Design, build, and maintain sites to manage fuels to 

reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire both on-site and in adjacent landscapes. 

n) Minimize generation of greenhouse gases and exposure to localized air pollutants during 

landscape maintenance activities. Reduce, avoid, or eliminate the use of landscape maintenance 

equipment that exposes site and adjacent building users to localized air pollutants and generates 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

  

2) Soil Management 

 

a) Limit development of soils designated by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) as prime farmland, unique farmland, and farmland of statewide importance to conserve 

for future generations the most productive farmland in the United States. 

b) Develop a creative Soil Management Plan (SMP) for construction contractors prior to 

construction that communicates limit of disturbance, assists soil restoration efforts, and defines 

the location and boundaries of all vegetation and soil protection zones.  

c) Limit disturbance of healthy soil during construction. Determine within the design 

specification documents how soil horizons should be determined, and how soil structure, existing 

hydrology, organic matter, and nutrients stored in the soil shall be maintained. 

d) Restore / rebuild soils disturbed during construction in areas to be re-vegetated so that they’re 

able to support healthy plants, biological communities, water storage and infiltration. 

 

                                             

 

 

 



6.4 Site Design – Materials Selection / Construction Specifications 

1) Support sustainable practices in materials manufacturing by specifying and purchasing materials 

from manufacturers whose practices increase energy efficiency, reduce resource consumption and 

waste, and minimize negative effects on human health and the environment. 

2) Eliminate the use of wood from threatened tree species. Only specify and purchase wood products 

extracted from non-threatened tree species to minimize negative effects on other ecosystems.  

3) Design for deconstruction and disassembly. Design and specify on site plan an area designated for 

facilitation and reuse to avoid sending useful materials to the landfill. 

4) Reuse salvaged materials and appropriate plants to conserve resources and avoid sending useful 

materials to the landfill. 

5) Recycle organic matter generated during site operations and maintenance. Design and specify 

on site plan a location for recycling of vegetation trimmings and, where applicable, food waste to 

generate compost and mulch to support nutrient cycling, improve soil health, and reduce 

transportation costs and materials going to landfills. 

6) Design and specify materials with recycled content to reduce the use of virgin materials and avoid 

sending useful materials to the landfill. 

7) Design and specify the use and purchase of certified lumber to encourage both environmental and 

socially responsible forest management. 

8) Design and specify the use of local / regional materials to reduce energy use in transportation; 

increase use of building materials, plants, soils and rocks that are extracted, manufactured, or grown 

within the region, and promote a regional identity. 

9) Design and specify select adhesives, sealants, paints, coatings and other products used in site 

development that contain reduced amounts of volatile organic compounds VOC emissions to reduce 

harmful health effects associated with air pollution. 

10) Request the use of construction equipment with reduced emissions of air pollutants and 

greenhouse gas emissions to minimize exposure during construction. 

11) Recommend specific non-smoking areas to minimize exposure to Environmental Tobacco 

Smoke (ETS) (i.e. secondhand smoke) to improve human health. 

12) Recommend a process for the documentation and monitoring of sustainable design practice and 

performance over a designated period of time to improve the body of knowledge on long-term 

sustainability. 

6.6  Construction / Operations, Maintenance 

1) Divert construction and demolition materials generated by site development from disposal in 

landfills and combusting in incinerators. Recycle and/or reuse construction and demolition materials 

on-site, when possible, or redirect these materials back to other manufacturing processes, other 

construction sites, or building materials reuse markets to support a net zero-waste site. 

2) Reuse, recycle or divert vegetation, rocks, and soil generated during construction to achieve a net 

zero-waste site. 



3) Develop a site maintenance plan for sustainable site maintenance that outlines the long-term 

strategies and identifies short-term actions to achieve sustainable maintenance goals.  

4) Prevent and minimize site construction pollutants and materials by stormwater discharge to 

protect air quality and receiving waters, including surface water, groundwater, combined sewers and 

stormwater systems. Consider public safety in both the control and retention of construction 

pollutants. 

5) Provide space for storage and collection of recyclable materials (including paper, glass, plastics, 

and metals) in outdoor areas to facilitate the recycling and reduction of waste disposal in landfills.  

6) Maintain existing on-site structures, hardscape, and landscape amenities, such as retaining walls, 

benches or fencing, in their existing form to extend the life cycle of existing building stock, conserve 

resources, and reduce waste. 

7) Promote the use of vehicles that have reduced emissions and/or high fuel-efficiency to 

reduce pollution and land development impacts from vehicular use. 

8) Promote sustainability awareness and education with for example, the interpretation of 

on-site features and processes to promote understanding of sustainability in ways that 

positively influence user behavior on-site and beyond. 

 
 
 
 
7 Tree Preservation and Tree Credits 

 
7.1 Credit for Preserved Trees 
  
1) Existing healthy trees may be included in the minimum planting requirements and credited as per the 

following schedule: 

 

2) Diameter at breast height, or DBH, is a standard method of expressing the diameter of the trunk of 

a standing tree. The DBH of a preserved tree shall be preserved to the nearest inch. 

1. Number of trees   credited 

2. 9-19 inches        5 

3. 20-25 inches       6 

4. 26-29 inches       7 

5. 30-35 inches       8 

6. 36 inches or greater       9 

 

3) Existing trees included on the Recommended Tree Lists may provide up to 50 percent of the 

minimum tree requirement. On a lot of one acre or less, Live Oaks and Southern Magnolias with 

DBHs of 18 inches or greater may provide 100 percent of the tree requirement. Existing trees shall 

only be used as credit where adequate green area, as required herein, is provided to maintain the tree 

in a healthy condition. 

 

4) A tree proposed for use as a credit to satisfy minimum planting requirements must be approved as 

part of the site plan review process. Trees with life spans of 30 years or less shall not be considered 

for credit. 



 

5) The landscape area surrounding a preserved tree shall be located so that the trunk of the tree is as 

close to the center of the landscape area as possible, and specific preservation practices shall be 

followed to insure exchange of water and oxygen to the root system. 

 

 
7.2 Protection of Preserved Trees During Construction 
 

Existing tree(s) shall only be credited where the following management standards are met: 

 

1) During construction, the critical root zone of the tree(s) to be preserved shall be fenced and protected 

from compaction, trenching, harmful grade changes, or other injury.  

 

2) Pavement or building foundations shall not encroach into the critical root zone, unless specific 

preservation practices are followed to insure exchange of oxygen and water to the root system.  

 

3) Sidewalks or other forms of hard surfaces that do not require soil compaction and are not intended for 

vehicular use may be located within the critical root zone only if specific preservation practices are 

followed to insure exchange of oxygen and water to the root system. 

 

                             Protecting groves rather than individual trees leaves larger areas  

                                        of soil within the critical root zone undisturbed during construction 

8 Landscape Standards 

 
8.1  General Landscape Area Requirements 
 
All land development applications shall be accompanied by an appropriate landscape plan. Building 

permit applications for individual single-family residences will not require landscape plans. However, all 

new or renovated landscaping within the community shall comply with the intent of these regulations. 

 

Landscape areas may be provided in the form of islands within the interior parking area, landscape strips, 

peninsulas of landscape strips, or a combination thereof. 

 

1) Required landscape areas shall be protected by properly anchored curbing at least 6" high, using 

materials such as concrete, natural stone, railroad ties, or landscape timbers. Perimeter strip and 

landscape island measurements shall not include curbing. 

 

2) Every part of a vehicular use area, with the exception of loading areas, shall be within 75 feet of the 

trunk of a tree, with no intervening structures, except as otherwise provided herein. 



 

3) The removal of a required tree or installation of an impermeable surface within a required landscape 

area shall constitute an alteration to the site and shall require approval of the Department of 

Planning, Zoning, and Codes. 

 

 
8.2  Multi-Family and Mixed Use Landscaping Standards: 

 

In addition to right-of-way landscaping, the developer or assigns shall provide: 

 

1) Site trees – a minimum of one (1) tree per one thousand (1,000) square feet of landscaped area, 

distributed on the site. 

 

2) Shrubs – a minimum of one (1) shrub per one hundred fifty (150) square feet of landscaped area. 

Group shrubs and distribute throughout the site. Trees may be substituted for up to one-half (½) of the 

required shrubs at the rate of one (1) tree for ten (10) shrubs. 

 

3) Groundcover – irrigated turf maintained to appropriate standards for active recreation in areas that 

will function for active recreation. Where appropriate, use native grass for areas that will not function 

as active recreation areas. Native grass must be weed free and maintained at an appropriate height 

according to species. There shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) percent live materials between the 

front of the house and the curb. 

 

8.3  Street Trees 

Landscape improvements in urban settings shall create an orderly, irrigated, managed landscape. All 

urban neighborhoods shall have tree-lined streets. Street trees shall include a mix of species and be 

aligned in straight rows. Street trees shall be placed within the right-of-way tree lawn. Spacing of trees 

shall allow for their mature spread. Trees installed along streets that will be widened in the future shall 

take into account plans for future widening of streets so that established trees will not be disturbed during 

future construction. 

 

1) Tree Specifications: 

 All trees shall be of good quality and free of girdling roots, disease, and insects 

 Class A trees shall be a minimum two-inch caliper with a minimum height of ten feet. 

 Class B trees shall be a minimum 1.5-inch caliper with a minimum height of eight feet 

 Multi-trunk species shall have minimum caliper of 1.5 inches. 

 

2) Lists of recommended tree and shrub species may be found in Appendix B of the Zoning Ordinance. 

Species may be added to or deleted from the list at the discretion of the Director of the Department of 

Planning, Zoning, and Codes. 

 

 

8.4  Perimeter Landscape Strip Requirements 
 

1) Street Frontages – A minimum ten-foot landscape strip is required along each property line abutting 

a public or private street right-of-way. 

 



a. Perimeter trees – one (1) deciduous or ornamental tree for every forty (40) linear feet of block 

frontage or portion thereof. Perimeter trees shall be planted within the tree lawn portion of the 

right-of-way with adequate spacing to allow for the mature spread of the trees. Street trees shall 

be planted in irregular clusters within front yard setbacks.  

 

b. Groundcover – live groundcover shall be provided as appropriate to the use and function of the 

area, including grass, trees, flowers, or shrubs. In commercial areas this area may be paved if it 

functions as pedestrian access to storefronts and is integrated into the overall design of the other 

improvements on the site. 

 

c. Irrigation - The developer shall install an automatic irrigation system for all landscaping within 

public street rights-of-way. 

 

d. Landscaping for required common open space – such as pocket parks and trails. Landscaping 

shall be appropriate to the use and function of the area and include trees, shrubs, groundcover, 

irrigation (where necessary) and paving. 

 

e. A mechanism for long-term maintenance of common open space and arterial and collector street 

right-of-way landscaping – such as a homeowners’ association and covenants. 

 

2) Multiple Street Frontages – On lots with multiple frontages, the landscape strip shall be provided on 

all street frontages; however, landscaping within the sight triangle shall be in accordance with the 

sight triangle regulations. 

 

3) Interior Property Lines – A minimum five-foot landscape strip is required along property lines 

without street frontage. 

 

4) Access ways - are allowed within landscape strips. Parking spaces are not allowed within landscape 

strips.     

 

5) Exceptions: 

 

a. Where the adjoining property is zoned commercially and actually in commercial use, and existing 

parking facilities and/or vehicular use areas are used jointly and no landscape strip exists on either 

property, no landscape strip is required. 

 

b. Where setback regulations permit, a building may be located within the interior landscape strip. 

 

c. In the CBD (Central Business District) Zoning District, buildings may be located within landscape 

strips. 

 

 

8.4  Motor Vehicle Use Areas / Interior Landscape Islands 
 
All motor vehicle use areas subject to the requirements of this Article are required to contain landscaping 

as specified below. Where interior landscape islands are provided, the following minimum standards shall 

apply: 

 

1) Surface parking lots and parking areas are allowed in the front yard setback areas but pursuant to shall 

be behind the minimum ten (10) feet width of landscape strip landscaping. 



 

2) Surface parking lots and parking areas are allowed in the side yard setback areas; but where there are 

parking lots and areas they shall be behind a minimum of four (4) feet from the side property line 

with side yard landscaping.   

 

 

3) Surface parking lots and parking areas are allowed in the rear yard setback areas; but where there are 

parking lots and areas they shall be behind a minimum of four (4) feet from the rear property line with 

rear yard landscaping.  

 

4) Where required side and rear yards shall have buffers to screen adjacent property use. 

 

5) One tree and planting area shall be required for every two-thousand five-hundred (2,500) square feet 

of motor vehicle use area. 

 

6) Interior planting areas shall be located adjacent to the edges or within the interior of motor vehicle use 

areas as islands or medians. 

 

7) Each planting area shall contain a minimum of two-hundred fifty (250) square feet, with a minimum 

radius of seven (7) feet. 

 

8) Each planting area shall contain at least one tree with a minimum height of eight (8) feet at the time 

of installation, and a minimum diameter of two (2) inches as measured six (6) inches above ground 

level. 

 

9) Each parking space within a motor vehicle use area is required to be within at least fifty (50) feet of 

the trunk of a required tree. Every part of a vehicular use area shall be within 75 feet of the trunk of a 

tree, with no intervening structures, where islands are a minimum of 162 square feet with a minimum 

width of nine feet; or Every part of a vehicular use area shall be within 100 feet of the trunk of a tree, 

with no intervening structures, where islands are a minimum of 324 square feet with a minimum 

width of nine feet; or For trees of a minimum 18-inch DBH or clusters of trees with a combined 

minimum DBH of 24 inches, every part of a vehicular use area shall be within 150 feet of the trunk of 

a tree, with no intervening structures. These islands shall be a minimum of 972 square feet with a 

minimum width of 27 feet. 

 

10) For loading docks and other maneuvering areas where the placement of trees within the interior of the 

site is impractical, the required number of trees may be clustered around the edge of such areas with 

the approval of the Zoning Administrator.  

 

11) Trees planted or preserved to satisfy landscape strip, side yard, or tree preservation requirements may 

be used to partially satisfy the requirements of this Article, provided that no parking space shall be 

located more than fifty (50) feet from the trunk of a required tree. 

 
8.5  Foundation Plantings 

For all portions of buildings that are adjacent to motor vehicle use areas or internal driveways, foundation 

plantings shall be required and located between the building's facades and the parking or drive isle curb. 



The minimum standards are required; however, it is encouraged that sites exceed the minimum whenever 

possible. The following minimum standards shall apply:  

1) The area of the building facade adjacent to the parking area or internal drive isle shall be computed 

and multiplied by a minimum of twenty percent (20%). The resultant total square footage shall be 

planted as landscaped areas containing a minimum of one (1) evergreen shrub per twenty (20) square 

feet of planting area and one (1) small flowering tree per one-hundred (100) square feet of planting 

area. 

 

2) Each shrub planted shall be a minimum of eighteen (18) inches in height at the time of installation 

and reach a minimum height of thirty-six (36) inches within three (3) years of installation. Shrubs 

must be native species (preferred), or a locally adapted species that retain foliage to within six (6) 

inches above ground level. 

 

3) Each tree planted to satisfy this Article shall be a minimum of eight (8) feet in height and two (2) 

inches in diameter as measured six (6) inches above ground level at the time of installation. 

 

 

8.6    Storm Drainage Facilities 

1) Applicability 

 

All storm drainage facilities shall be appropriately landscaped. 

 

2) Minimum Requirements 

 

a) All facilities shall be seeded to grass appropriate to the function of the area. Areas to be used for 

active recreation shall be seeded to a turf-type grass and irrigated with a permanent irrigation 

system. Areas to be maintained for habitat enhancement shall be seeded to native grasses and 

wildflowers. Developer is responsible for establishment of a complete, weed free stand of grass. 

Trail corridors may be seeded to native grasses if appropriately integrated with adjacent 

improvements. 

b) Maximum side slope on drainage facilities shall be 4:1, minimum slope; the bottom of a drainage 

facility shall be one-half (½) percent. 

c) Landscape improvements shall be designed to enhance the function of the facility. Areas designed 

for recreation shall include clusters of trees to provide shade, located so they do not impair the 

function of the facility. 

d) Habitat and water quality enhancement including wetland plantings in low wet areas is 

encouraged. 

 

3) Ownership and Maintenance 

 

All drainage facilities shall be owned and maintained by the landowner or occupant.  

 

4) General Provisions 

 
a) Landscaping associated with storm drainage facilities shall be integrated into the overall design of 

the project. 

b) It shall enhance the overall appearance of the project, prevent erosion and improve water quality 

of storm water runoff whenever possible. 



c) Storm drainage facilities may function as open space for active recreation, trail corridors or 

habitat enhancement areas if they are designed appropriately.  

d) The use of planting strips and shallow, landscaped depressions in parking lots and along roads is 

encouraged to help trap and remove pollutants from storm water runoff. 

 

9  Alternative Compliance 

9.1  Intent 
 
The Landscape Requirements are intended to encourage development which is economically viable and 

environmentally sensitive. The standards are not intended to be so specific as to inhibit creative 

development. Project conditions associated with individual sites may justify approval of alternative 

methods of compliance. Conditions may arise where normal compliance is impractical or impossible, or 

where maximum achievement of the Purpose and Intent of this Ordinance can only be obtained through 

alternative compliance. 

 

9.2  Request for Alternative Compliance Review 

 
Requests for alternative compliance may be granted for any permit application to which the Landscape 

Requirements apply, when one or more of the following conditions are met: 

 

1) Improved environmental quality would result from alternative compliance. 

2) Topography, soil, vegetation, drainage or other site conditions are such that full compliance is 

impractical. 

3) Spatial limitations, unusually shaped pieces of land, unusual servitude requirements, or prevailing 

practices in the surrounding neighborhood may justify alternative compliance. 

4) Public safety considerations make alternative compliance appropriate. 

5) Public improvement projects make alternative compliance appropriate. 

6) The site is part of a development for which a master plan has been submitted which makes adequate 

provision for landscaping. 

 
9.3  Alternative Compliance Written and Graphic Documentation 
 
Requests for alternative compliance shall be accompanied by written explanation and landscape plan 

drawings to allow staff evaluation and decision. Depending on the size of the site, at the discretion of the 

Department, documentation shall be prepared and stamped by a State of Louisiana Registered Landscape 

Architect. 

 

9.4  Criteria for Approval 
 
1) The use of existing trees, which as a result of prior growing conditions have reached mature heights 

with little canopy, in lieu of planting new trees, shall be discouraged unless such trees are grouped in 

a setting which to some degree replicates a natural forest setting. 

2) Aesthetics, innovation, and creativity shall be encouraged. 

3) Significant anticipated mature canopy coverage of the vehicular use area of the site. 

4) Landscape design which makes use of existing vegetation and topographical conditions shall be 

encouraged. 



5) Landscape design which provides a buffer between different uses of adjacent properties shall be 

encouraged. 

6) The use of various complementary species of trees and shrubbery shall be encouraged. 

7) Alternative compliance shall not be utilized as a means of providing less landscape material than 

would be otherwise required. 

 

10  Landscape Design 

10.1  Introduction  
 
All land development applications shall be accompanied by an appropriate landscape plan. Building 

permit applications for individual single-family residences will not require a landscape plan, however, all 

new or renovated landscaping within the community shall comply with the intent of these regulations. 

 

 

Trees can transform a street more easily than any other physical improvement. Moreover, for 

many people, trees are the most important single characteristic of a good street. 

- Great Streets, Alan B. Jacobs 

 
10.2  Water-efficiency in Landscape Design  
 
Landscape improvements shall be designed with water-efficiency as a goal. Landscape water-efficiency 

shall be measured by an annual water budget to facilitate water conservation;  

 

The guidelines shall apply to the design of all regulated landscapes: 

 

1) Landscapes shall use the following xeriscape design principles to facilitate water conservation: 

 

2) Well-planned planting schemes; minimize the use turf grass; 

 

3) Use of mulch to maintain soil moisture and reduce evaporation; 

 

4) Zoning of plant materials according to their microclimatic needs and water requirements; 

 

5) Improvement of the soil with organic matter if needed; 

 

6) Efficient irrigation systems, proper maintenance and irrigation schedules. 

 

7) Plants of any water need may be used in the landscape, providing the total annual water use does not 

exceed Water Allowance (Water Budget).  

 

8) Plants having similar water use shall be grouped together in distinct irrigation zones, which shall be 

shown on the Landscape Plan. 

 

9) High irrigation zones shall be separated from Low and Very Low irrigation zones by Moderate 

irrigation zones whenever possible. 

 



10) Plants shall be selected appropriately based upon their adaptability to the climatic, geologic, and 

topographical conditions of the site. Protection and preservation of native species and natural areas is 

encouraged. The planting of trees is encouraged wherever it is consistent with the other provisions of 

this ordinance. 

 

11) Strips less than 8 feet wide shall be landscaped with Low or Very Low water plants. Public street 

right-of-way plantings are exempt. 

 

12) All planting areas not covered with turf shall be covered with a minimum of four (4) inches of a 

suitable mulch to retain water, and inhibit weeds. Exceptions for Low and Very Low water areas shall 

be considered. Nonporous fabrics (like black plastic) shall not be placed under mulches. 

 

13) Soil preparation shall be suitable for the plants. This generally means adding organic material for 

High and Moderate water zones, but not for Low and Very Low water zones. Soil preparation shall 

include scarification to 6 inches, with organic or other planting soil as specified by the landscape 

designer or landscape architect. 

 

14) Recirculation of water shall be used for decorative water features. 

 

15) Artificial plants, artificial grass, and other artificial plant material are discouraged as a means of 

achieving water-efficient landscapes. 

 

10.3  Site Landscape Design 

1) Green Infrastructure / Site 

 

a) Green Roofs 

 

 

EPA report results indicate that the green roofs are capable 

of removing 50% of the annual rainfall volume from a roof  

through retention and evapotranspiration.(Chicago City Hall  

Green Roof; Photo courtesy of Roofscapes, Inc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Rain Harvesting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 



c) Downspouts           d)  Planter Boxes 

                              

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e)  Vegetated Swales       f)  Rain Gardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

g)  Brownfield Redevelopment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

h)  Infill and Redevelopment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2)  Green Infrastructure / Neighborhood 

 

      a)  Green Parking                            b)  Permeable Pavement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c)  Green Streets and Highways      d)  Trees & Urban Forestry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



e)  Green Walls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

3)  Green Infrastructure / Watershed  

 

a)  Riparian Buffers     b)  Pocket Wetlands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4)  Approaches for Green Infrastructure Design 

 

a) Landscape improvements shall be an integral part of the overall site design for each property. 

Landscape improvements shall be designed to complement and enhance the character of 

neighborhoods and shall follow these guidelines: 

 

b) Landscaped areas shall be configured to maximize their interconnectivity within the site, to 

natural areas and to landscaped areas in adjacent developments. Small, isolated islands of 

landscaping should be avoided except as required in parking lots and for screening along 

roadways. 

 

c) Enhance functional open space through the creation of outdoor rooms appropriate to the location 

and purpose of the open space within the development. This can be accomplished through a 

combination of plantings, fencing and berms and by using natural features on the site. 

 

d) New buildings and paved areas. Anchor structures in the landscape through the use of trees, 

shrubs and groundcover. The size and intensity of plantings shall be appropriate to the size and 

context of the improvements. 

e) Provide a tree canopy by installing shade trees within and adjacent to paved areas. 

 



f) Landscape improvements in all developments shall be consistent with the character of the 

proposed development and the surrounding area to reinforce neighborhood identity. 

 

g) Landscape design shall enhance natural features, drainage ways and environmental resources. 

 

h) A combination of plantings, berms, walls and fences shall be used as appropriate to buffer 

sensitive habitat. 

 

i) All landscape improvements shall be designed for mature landscapes and shall provide 

appropriate visibility for cars and pedestrians. 

 

j) Preserve and frame views both into and out of the neighborhood. 

 

k) Incorporate the elements of gateway, path and destination into the design of landscapes. 

Gateways are entries that provide transitions from one space to another. Pathways are routes that 

lead to a destination. Destinations are focal points that can include anything from a garden bench 

at the end of a path to a civic building at the end of a street. 

 

l) Integrate adjacent land uses of different intensities through a combination of berming, plantings 

and fencing. Use opaque screening only when necessary to mitigate the impact of noise, light, 

unattractive aesthetics and traffic. A fence shall not be the only screening material used. 

 

m) Use landscaping to provide a transition from developed, managed landscape to more natural 

vegetation.  

 

n) Landscaping shall be no more than thirty (30) inches high when located in a sight distance 

triangle of street intersections. 

 

o) All areas disturbed by construction shall be reseeded to prevent erosion. Native, noninvasive 

grasses shall be used for vegetation where practical. Weed control is the responsibility of the 

landowner on all reseeded areas and all preservation areas. 

 

10.5 CPTED Principles 

 

1) Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design, or CPTED (pronounced sep-ted), is a relatively 

new concept. The goal of CPTED is the reduction of opportunities for crime to occur. This reduction 

is achieved by employing physical design features that discourage crime, while at the same time 

encouraging legitimate use of the environment.  

 

2) All areas are designated as either public, semi-private or private. This designation defines the 

acceptable use of each zone and determines who has a right to occupy it under certain circumstances. 

 

a) Public Zones - These areas are generally open to anyone and are the least secure of the three 

zones. This is particularly true when the zone is located within a building or in an area with 

uncontrolled access and little or no opportunity for close surveillance. 

b) Semi-private Zones - These areas create a buffer between public and private zones and/or 

serve as common use spaces, such as interior courtyards. They are accessible to the public, 

but are set off from the public zone. This separation is accomplished with design features 

that establish definite transitional boundaries between the zones.  



c) Private Zones - These are areas of restricted entry. Access is controlled and limited to 

specific individuals or groups. A private residence is a good example of a private zone.  

 

3) Zones - Division between zones is generally accomplished with some type of barrier. These can be 

either physical or symbolic. 

  

4) Access Control: This is controlling who goes into or out of a neighborhood, building, 

      park, etc. through landscaping, fencing and other means. Entrances that are clearly 

     defined and well lit, and have been designed to prevent quick and easy entrance and exit, 

     will deter offenders.  

 

5) Physical barriers, as the name implies, are substantial in nature and physically prevent movement. 

Fencing, some forms of landscaping, locked doors, and the like are examples of physical barriers.  

 

6) Symbolic barriers are less tangible. Nearly anything could serve as a symbolic barrier. The only 

requirement is that it define the boundary between zones. This type of barrier does not prevent 

physical movement. All that is required is that it leave no doubt that a transition between zones has 

taken place.  

 

a) Examples of symbolic barriers: 

 Low decorative fences  

 Flower beds  

 Changes in sidewalk patterns or materials  

 Signs  

7) Territoriality - Territoriality involves an individual's perception of, and relationship with, the 

environment. A sense of territoriality is fostered by architecture that allows easy identification of 

certain areas as the exclusive domain of a particular individual or group. 

 

8) Surveillance - is the principal weapon in the protection of a defensible space. Criminals are least 

likely to act when there is a high risk of their actions being witnessed. 

 

b) Informal Surveillance - Opportunities for informal or natural surveillance occur as a 

direct result of architectural design. Designs that minimize visual obstacles and 

eliminate places of concealment for potential assailants offer the most protection against 

crime. These open designs also encourage use of the environment, as people feel safer 

when they can easily see and be seen.  

 

c) Formal Surveillance - Formal surveillance methods, such as closed-circuit television, 

electronic monitoring, fixed guard posts, and organized security patrols, are normally 

used only when natural surveillance alone cannot sufficiently protect an area. Public and 

semi-private zones that are concealed from view or that experience regular periods of 

isolation or inactivity may benefit from some type of formal surveillance.  

 

d) Natural Surveillance: This refers to “eyes on the street”, whereby legitimate users are 

aware of what is going on and can spot suspicious people or activities. 

 

9) Lighting - is one of the most effective crime deterrents. When used properly, light discourages 

criminal activity, enhances natural surveillance opportunities, and reduces fear. 

 



10) Landscaping design, like architectural design, plays a significant role in CPTED. Landscaping is 

versatile and can be used to perform a variety of design functions.  

 

e) As a symbolic barrier, landscaping can mark the transition between zones. Features such 

as decorative fencing, flower beds, ground cover, and varied patterns in cement work 

can clearly show separation between zones. If more substantial barriers are needed, 

shrubbery such as evergreen hedges can be used to create more formidable obstacles. 

  

f) From a surveillance standpoint, landscaping can be critical. Such factors as growth 

characteristics of plants and their placement in relation to potentially vulnerable areas 

are extremely important.  

 

g) Visual corridors must be maintained in open, park-like areas as well as in densely 

planted areas. As a rule, visual surveillance corridors can be maintained by limiting 

shrubbery to a maximum height of three feet and trees to a minimum height of six feet at 

the lowest branches. This approach ensures that visibility between three and six feet 

from the ground will always be relatively unimpaired.  

h) Another function of landscaping in crime prevention is aesthetics. Again, an attractive 

environment generates a sense of pride and ownership.  

 
10.6 Native Plant Materials  

         
1) All landscapes shall strive to maximize the use of native species. 

2) Where native material is not appropriate for the intended use or appearance, plant species that are 

regionally adapted and noninvasive may be used. 

3) Landscapes shall consist of a variety of species to enhance biodiversity. No one species may 

make up more than twenty-five (25) percent of the total non-grass plant materials on the site. 

4) Buildings and parking areas shall be located to preserve and promote the health of existing trees, 

environmental resources and natural drainage ways. No healthy tree shall be removed without 

good cause. This requirement is not intended to prevent the removal of unhealthy trees in 

conjunction with site development. 

5) Trees shall be located to provide summer shade and limit winter shade on walks and streets. 

6) Plants shall be selected to blend with the native vegetation for projects at the interface between 

urban areas and natural open space (non-irrigated). Locally recognized invasive introduced plants 

shall be unacceptable. Plants with low fuel volume and/or low flammability shall be emphasized. 

 

10.7 Quality  / Size of Plant Materials 

1) The minimum planting sizes on all required landscaping shall be two (2) inch caliper deciduous 

trees, one and one-half (1½) inch caliper ornamental trees, six (6) foot tall evergreen trees and five 

(5) gallon shrubs. 

 

2) Required plant materials shall be grown in a recognized nursery in accordance with proper 

horticultural practice. Plants shall be healthy, well-branched vigorous stock with a growth habit 

normal to the species and variety and free of diseases, insects and injuries. 

 



3) All plants shall conform to American Nursery Association specifications for measurements, 

grading, branching, quality, ball and burlapping. 

 

4) All plant schedule listings of proposed plant material shall include the respective hydrozone 

category for that plant reflecting the water requirements of that plant. Plant Lists with hydrozone 

categories are included in the Appendix. 

 

5) Guarantee of Installation. Required landscape improvements shall be installed prior to issuance of a 

Certificate of Occupancy (C.O.) for all structures. If weather conditions prevent installation, the 

developer shall post a financial guarantee for the improvements. This guarantee shall be released 

upon completion of the installation of the landscaping. 

 

10.8 Landscaping Minimum Requirements 

1) Minimum Planting Requirements  

 Trees meeting the minimum tree standards shall be included and/or replaced at a ratio of one tree 

 per 5,000 square feet (or fraction thereof) of vehicular use area. Additional trees may be 

 necessary to meet spacing requirements. 

 

2) Spacing 

a) A minimum of one Class A or two Class B trees shall be provided per 50 linear feet of landscape 

strip, unless proximity to existing utility lines prohibits such placement. 

 

b) Where street frontage strips are wider than 15 feet and/or interior strips are wider than 10 feet, the 

distances from trees to vehicular use areas may be a maximum of 100 feet. 

 

c) A minimum of 100 square feet for each Class A tree or 50 square feet for each Class B tree of 

non-paved area is required for each tree at the planting location. 

 

d) Trees need not be planted in straight lines, and Class B trees may be clustered to enhance visual 

effects. Minimum and maximum spacing of trees shall be: 

 

i. Class A trees: Minimum 30 feet (Live Oaks 45 feet) Maximum 50 feet 

 
ii. Class B trees: Minimum Appropriate to species Maximum 50 feet for single trees, 75 feet   for 

clusters of three or more trees 

 

e) Minimum distances measured horizontally from trees to overhead utility lines 

shall be: 

 

i. Class A trees: 30 feet 

ii. Class B trees: 5 feet 

 

f) The location and species of trees proposed for location in utility easements shall be approved 

before installation. 

 

g) In landscape islands, only Class A trees shall be credited. 

 

h) Landscape materials shall be installed in accordance with Landscape and Arboricultural 

Specifications as defined in this Ordinance. 

 



i) Plant material shall be true to name, variety and size, and shall conform to all applicable 

provisions of the American Standards for Nursery Stock, latest edition. 

 

 

10.9 Plant Catalog 

 

1) Native / Drought Tolerant 

2) Littoral Shelf / Grasses 

3) Ornamental / Foundation Plantings 

 

 
10.10 Other Required Landscape Elements 

 
1) Unpaved areas not covered with mulch or planted with trees, shrubs, or ground cover shall be planted 

with turf grass to prevent soil erosion. 

 

2) Encroachment barriers shall be provided wherever a vehicle is likely to protrude onto a landscape 

area, such as in front of a parking space. 

 

3) Plant materials shall be placed in such a manner that the top of the root ball shall be even with the 

finished grade level of the soil, safety staked, girdle protected, with adequate mulching of the planting 

bed. 

 

4) Planting areas shall be worked to break the hardpan formed during construction until the natural soil 

level is reached and/or amended to insure proper growth. 

 

5) Required landscape areas shall not be encroached upon by: 

 

a) Accessory buildings 

b) Storage of equipment or goods 

c) Garbage or trash collections 

d) Vehicular use areas 

 

 

10.11 Post-Installation Inspection 

POST-INSTALLATION INSPECTION (Check items to indicate successful completion) 

_____ A. Plants installed as specified 

_____ B. Irrigation system installed as designed 

_____ C. Minimal run off or overspray 

_____ D. Dual distribution system for recycled water (where appropriate) 

_____ E. Landscape Irrigation Audit performed 

_____ F. Project submittal package and a copy of this certification has been provided to owner/manager 

local water agency 

 

 

 



11 Irrigation 

11.1  Water-efficiency in Irrigation Design 

All required landscaping shall be irrigated as required for plant establishment and maintenance. Irrigation 

shall be appropriate to the type and scope of the improvements. 

 

1) Use of non-treated water for irrigation is encouraged if a permanent, suitable supply is available. 

 

2) Required landscaping in urban development shall be irrigated with a permanent irrigation system. 

 

3) Irrigation control systems shall be employed that offer flexibility in programming. 

 

4) The controller shall have the ability to adjust run times based on a percentage of maximum ET 

(evaporation-transpiration) rate. 

 

5)  Each zone/valve shall have its own station on the controller. The exception is drip valves, which can 

be doubled on the controller. 

 

6) Systems shall be operated to maximize irrigation water efficiency. 

 

7)  Irrigation shall be scheduled to operate between 10 PM and 8 AM to reduce water loss from wind 

and evaporation and to take advantage of the better water pressure. 

 

8) Turf and grass area irrigation shall be designed using the following principles: 

 

a) No single zone shall mix head types, such as rotors and pop-up spray heads on the same zone. 


b) Sprinklers shall be spaced for “head-to-head” coverage, where the spray pattern from one head 

will reach to the next head. (Another way to describe this is that all sprinkler heads shall be 

spaced at a maximum of 50% of design performance diameter of the sprinkler.) Spacing shall be 

reduced below 50% of design performance diameter when conditions demand. 



c) No overhead sprinkler irrigation systems shall be installed in strips less than 8 feet wide. Public 

street right-of-way landscaping shall be exempt. 

 

d) The target efficiency for rotor heads shall be 70%, and 60% for spray heads. 

 

e) Valves shall be scheduled for multiple repeat cycles to reduce runoff, especially on slopes and 

with soils with slow infiltration rates. 

 

11.2 Permanent irrigation 

1) Plant water requirements shall be considered in irrigation design schemes 

 

2) Each valve shall irrigate a landscape with similar site, slope and soil conditions and plant         

material with similar watering needs. 

 



3) Soil types, infiltration rate & slopes shall be considered in order to avoid runoff, & overspray, 

where water flows onto adjacent property, non-irrigated areas, walks, roadways, or structures. 

Proper irrigation equipment, schedules, and repeat cycles shall be used to minimizing runoff. 

 

4) Special attention shall be given to avoid runoff from slopes, and to avoid overspray in areas 

planted in a width less than ten feet, like medians. 

 

5) Turf and non-turf areas shall be irrigated on separate valves. 

 

6) Drip emitters and sprinklers shall be placed on separate valves. 

 
7) Bubblers for trees shall be placed on a separate valve. Bubbler selected shall not exceed 1.5  

gallons per minute (gpm) for each device. 

 

8) Hand watering shall be considered for Low and Very Low irrigation zones. 

 

9) All systems shall be equipped with an automatic rain shut-off device. 

 

10)  All wire connections shall be made with watertight connectors and contained in a valve box. 

 

11) Small areas (25 ft wide or less) shall be irrigated with fixed nozzle pop-up spray heads with  

matched precipitation nozzles. Nozzles shall be sized to provide head to head coverage.  

 

12) Heads shall pop-up a minimum of 4” in turf areas. Heads can be specified with pressure 

reducing features, where needed. 


13) Large areas (wider than 25 ft) shall be irrigated with gear driven rotor heads with a minimum 

precipitation rate of 0.45” per hour for a full circle head. Heads shall pop-up a minimum of 4” in 

turf areas. 


14) Check valves shall be included in heads or valves where low head drainage will occur due to 

elevation changes. See irrigation head catalogs for elevation change tolerances.  

 

15)  Shrub bed areas with plant material one gallon in size or larger shall be irrigated with a drip or 

subsurface system. 

 

16) Perennial and annual beds shall be spray irrigated with 12” pop-up spray heads with a maximum 

spacing of 10’ on center. 
 

17) Booster pumps shall be installed on systems where supply pressure does not meet minimum 

recommended pressure of the irrigation system, based on hydraulic calculations. 

 

18) Where the water supplied will be from secondary or other non-potable water sources, the use of 

non-potable color indicators shall be used on the equipment. This includes purple handles on 

quick coupler valves and gate valve, caps for irrigation heads, valve box lids and marker tape 

buried above the mainline. 

 

19) Irrigation control systems shall be employed that offer flexibility in programming. 

 



20) All irrigation systems shall include an electric automatic controller with multiple programs and 

multiple repeat and rest cycle capabilities and a flexible calendar program. 

 

21) All controllers shall be capable of temporarily shutting down the system by utilizing 

internal/external options such as rain and wind sensors. 

 

22)  The controller shall have the ability to adjust run times based on a percentage of maximum ET 

(evapo-transpiration) rate. 

 
23)  Each zone/valve shall have its own station on the controller. The exception is drip valves, which 

can be doubled on the controller. 

 

24) Installation of irrigation systems shall be per plan and accurate. 

 

25)  Irrigation system shall be installed per plans. 

 

26) The irrigation system shall be monitored during installation, especially to verify mainline and 

lateral line depth, spacing of irrigation heads and construction of valve clusters and quick 

coupler components. 

 

27) Mainline shall be tested to ensure its ability to maintain required pressure for 2 hours. 

 

28) Before acceptance, each zone shall be operated and each valve box opened to verify accurate 

installation. 

 

29) “As-built” drawings of irrigation system shall be provided after installation with dimensions 

shown for irrigation components. 

 

 

11.3 Temporary irrigation 

Temporary irrigation may be used to establish native grasses and vegetation. Irrigation system 

improvements shall be designed to achieve water-efficiency as a goal. Landscape water-efficiency shall 

be measured by an annual water budget of 15 gallons per square foot per year to facilitate water 

conservation. These guidelines shall apply to the irrigation system design for all regulated landscapes: 

 

 

11.4 Plant water requirements 

1) All zone run times shall be determined based on the precipitation rate of the heads on that zone. The 

run times shall be adjusted seasonally and at least once a month to accommodate the ET rate. 

 

2) Irrigation schedules satisfying the following conditions shall be submitted as part of the Landscape 

Documentation Package. 

 

3) An annual irrigation program with monthly irrigation schedules shall be required for:  

a. the plant establishment period  

b. the established landscape 

c. all temporarily irrigated areas. 



 

4) For timer-based controllers include run time (in minutes per cycle), suggested number of cycles per 

day, and frequency of irrigation for each station; and provide the amount of applied water (in hundred 

cubic feet, gallons, or in whatever billing units the local water supplier uses) recommended on a 

monthly and annual basis. 

 

5) For ET based controllers include essential details of the specific controller involved. 

 

6) Recreational areas (like sports turf) designated in the landscape design plan shall be highlighted and 

the irrigation schedule shall indicate if any additional water is needed above the Maximum Water 

Allowance. The total project water use must still remain at or under 15 gallons per square foot per 

year. 

 

7) Whenever possible, irrigation scheduling shall incorporate the use of evaporation-transpiration data. 

 

8) Plant water requirements shall be considered in irrigation design schemes 

 

a) Each valve shall irrigate a landscape with similar site, slope and soil conditions and   plant 

material with similar watering needs. 

 

b) Soil types, infiltration rate & slopes shall be considered in order to avoid runoff, & 

overspray, where water flows onto adjacent property, non-irrigated areas, walks, roadways, 

or structures. Proper irrigation equipment, schedules, and repeat cycles shall be used to 

minimizing runoff. 

 

c) Special attention shall be given to avoid runoff from slopes, and to avoid overspray in 

planting areas with a width less than ten feet, like medians. 

 

d) Turf and non-turf areas shall be irrigated on separate valves. 

 

e) Drip emitters and sprinklers shall be placed on separate valves. 

 

f) Bubblers for trees shall be placed on a separate valve. Bubbler selected shall not exceed 1.5 

gallons per minute (gpm) for each device. 

 

g) Hand watering shall be considered for Low and Very Low irrigation zones. 

 

9) Hydraulic principles shall be employed when designing the irrigation system. 

 

a) Separate landscape water meters shall be installed for all regulated landscapes. 

 

b) The irrigation system shall be designed to provide peak season irrigation within a six 

night, six hour per night watering period (this provides a 36 hour watering window to 

ensure reasonable tap sizes and flexibility of watering times during extremely hot 

weather). 

 

c) The tap size shall be based on the water demand of the site and shall take into 

consideration the areas of each plant type (i.e., turf, native seed, perennials and annuals 

and shrubs), the evaporation-transpiration for the site, the water demand of each plant type 

at peak season, and the water window. 

 



d) The maximum flow rate required for the site shall be based on the tap size: 

 

¾” meter  15 gallons per minute 

1” meter  25 gallons per minute 

1.5” meter  50 gallons per minute 

2” meter  80 gallons per minute 

 

e) The mainline system shall be designed such that velocities within the mainline piping do 

not exceed five feet per second. 

 

f) A reduced pressure backflow preventer shall be used on all systems. Where the irrigation 

point of connection is from the domestic water service, the irrigation tap and backflow 

preventer shall be installed after the water meter but before any backflow or pressure-

reducing valve for the building. 

 

g) A pressure-reducing valve shall be used when the static water pressure exceeds the 

pressure needed by the system by 15 pounds per square inch (psi). Pressure reducing 

valves can be installed within the project, on the mainline or at the valve, if elevation 

changes require it. 

 

10) Turf and grass area irrigation shall be designed using the following principles: 



a) No single zone shall mix head types, such as rotors and pop-up spray heads on the same 

zone. 

 

b) Sprinklers shall be spaced for “head-to-head” coverage, where the spray pattern from one 

head will reach to the next head. (Another way to describe this is that all sprinkler heads 

shall be spaced at a maximum of 50% of design performance diameter of the sprinkler.) 

Spacing shall be reduced below 50% of design performance diameter when conditions 

demand. 

 

c) No overhead sprinkler irrigation systems shall be installed in strips less than 8 feet wide. 

Public street right-of-way landscaping shall be exempt. 

 

d) Small areas (25 ft wide or less) shall be irrigated with fixed nozzle pop-up spray heads 

with matched precipitation nozzles. Nozzles shall be sized to provide head to head 

coverage. Heads shall pop-up a minimum of 4” in turf areas. Heads can be specified with 

pressure reducing features, where needed. 

 

e) Large areas (wider than 25 ft) shall be irrigated with gear driven rotor heads with a 

minimum precipitation rate of 0.45” per hour for a full circle head. Heads shall pop-up a 

minimum of 4” in turf areas.  

 

f) Check valves shall be included in heads or valves where lowhead drainage will occur due 

to elevation changes. See irrigation head catalogs for elevation change tolerances.  

 

11) Shrub bed areas with plant material one gallon in size or larger shall be irrigated with a drip or 

subsurface system. 

 

12) Perennial and annual beds shall be spray irrigated with 12” pop-up spray heads with a maximum 

spacing of 10’ on center. 



 

13) Booster pumps shall be installed on systems where supply pressure does not meet minimum 

recommended pressure of the irrigation system, based on hydraulic calculations. 

 

14) Where the water supplied will be from secondary or other non-potable water sources, the use of non-

potable color indicators shall be used on the equipment. This includes purple handles on quick 

coupler valves and gate valve, caps for irrigation heads, valve box lids and marker tape buried above 

the main line. 

 

15)  All systems shall be equipped with an automatic rain shut-off device. 

16)  All wire connections shall be made with watertight connectors and contained in a valve box. 

 

11.5 Automatic rain shut-off device 

1) All irrigation systems shall include an electric automatic controller with multiple programs and 

multiple repeat and rest cycle capabilities and a flexible calendar program. 

 

2) All controllers shall be capable of temporarily shutting down the system by utilizing internal/external 

options such as rain and wind sensors. 

 

11.6 “As-built” drawings of irrigation system 

1) “As-built” drawings of irrigation system shall be provided after installation with dimensions shown 

for irrigation components. 

 

2) The “as-built” drawings shall show all points of connection, including tap size, line size and static 

water pressure of service. Dimensions that will be used to locate components shall be shown on plans. 

Components to be located include meters, backflow preventers, all valves, including quick coupler, 

control, gate, and manual drain valves, and controller locations. 

 

3) The drawings shall also show zone number, valve size and gallons per minute. 

 

11.7 Inspections / Seasonal Adjustments 

1) After each mowing, each zone shall be operated for a very short period of time to verify the heads are 

operating as designed and no damage has occurred. 

 

2) Run times for zones shall be adjusted based on exposure (north and east vs. south and west), slope 

and soil types to reduce overwatering. 

 

3) Systems shall be winterized in the fall using a compressor to remove water in the lines and 

components. System shall be reopened and adjusted for proper operation in the spring. 

 

4) When repairs are made, the new components installed shall match exactly those damaged and 

removed. 

 

5) Installation of irrigation systems shall be per plan and accurate. 

 



6) The irrigation system shall be monitored during installation, especially to verify mainline and lateral 

line depth, spacing of irrigation heads and construction of valve clusters and quick coupler 

components. 

 

7) Mainline shall be tested to ensure its ability to maintain required pressure for 2 hours. 

 

8) Before acceptance, each zone shall be operated and each valve box opened to verify accurate   

installation. 

 

12 Written and Graphic Landscape and Drainage Documentation 

1) Landscape Documentation Packet cover sheet & statement of conservation concept 

2) Estimate of annual water use for each zone 

3) Landscape Plan 

4) Irrigation Plan 

5) Landscape Maintenance Schedule 

6) Landscape Irrigation Audit Schedule 

7) Grading Plan 

8) Soil Analysis 

9) Certification of Completion  

 

 
13 Maintenance 

 
1) In order to provide for the ongoing health and appearance of landscape improvements, all required 

landscaping for regulated landscapes shall be maintained and replaced by the landowner/occupant as 

necessary. All property owners/occupants shall be responsible for maintenance of landscaping within 

the portion of the public right-of-way between the back of the curb or street pavement and the 

adjacent property. 

 

2) A regular maintenance schedule satisfying the following conditions shall be submitted as part   of the 

Landscape Documentation Package: 

 

3) Landscapes shall be maintained to ensure water efficiency. A regular maintenance schedule shall 

include but not be limited to checking, adjusting, and repairing irrigation equipment; resetting the 

automatic controller; aerating and de-thatching turf areas (only if needed); replenishing mulch; 

fertilizing; pruning, and weeding in all landscaped areas. 

 

4) Whenever possible, repair of irrigation equipment shall be done with the originally specified 

materials or their equivalents. 

 

5) Landscape material which is preserved or installed as part of the minimum Landscape Requirements 

shall be maintained in perpetuity, or until such time as a new landscape plan is approved and 

implemented. In the event of the removal of any such landscape material, the landowner shall replace 

it with material necessary to return the site to compliance. Where a preserved tree is removed, new 

trees equaling the number of trees for which credit was given shall be installed. 

 

6) Plants of any water need may be used in the landscape, providing the total annual water use does not 

exceed Water Allowance (Water Budget).  



 

7) Plants having similar water use shall be grouped together in distinct irrigation zones, which shall be 

shown on the Landscape Plan. 

 

8) High irrigation zones shall be separated from Low and Very Low irrigation zones by Moderate 

irrigation zones whenever possible. 

 

9) Plants shall be selected appropriately based upon their adaptability to the climatic, geologic, and 

topographical conditions of the site. Protection and preservation of native species and natural areas is 

encouraged. The planting of trees is encouraged wherever it is consistent with the other provisions of 

this ordinance. 

 

10) Strips less than 8 feet wide shall be landscaped with Low or Very Low water plants. Public street 

right-of-way plantings are exempt. 

 

11) All planting areas not covered with turf shall be covered with a minimum of four (4) inches of a 

suitable mulch to retain water, and inhibit weeds. Exceptions for Low and Very Low water areas shall 

be considered. Nonporous fabrics (like black plastic) shall not be placed under mulches. 

 
12) Soil preparation shall be suitable for the plants. This generally means adding organic material for 

High and Moderate water zones, but not for Low and Very Low water zones. Soil preparation shall 

include scarification to 6 inches, with organic or other planting soil as specified by the landscape 

designer or landscape architect. 

 

13) Recirculation of water shall be used for decorative water features. 

 

14) Artificial plants, artificial grass, and other artificial plant material are discouraged as a means of 

achieving water-efficient landscapes. 

 

 

14 Definitions 

1) Accessway – A paved area intended to provide ingress and egress of vehicular traffic from a 

public or private right-of-way to an off-street parking or loading area. Parking lot aisles are 

not considered accessways. 

2) Agricultural Land – For the purposes of this Ordinance, land designated by the Lafayette 

Parish Tax Assessor as agricultural in use. 

3) Agricultural Specifications – For the purpose of compliance with this Ordinance, those 

standards and specifications which govern the planting, trimming, bracing, pruning, 

spraying, fertilizing, removing, maintaining, and preservation of trees and shrubs in 

accordance with accepted practices of the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry 

and the International Society of Arborists (ISA). 

4) Caliper – A trunk diameter measurement of nursery stock. For diameters of four inches or 

less, measurement is taken six inches above ground level. For larger than four inches, 

measurement is taken 12 inches above the ground. 

5) Canopy/Drip Line Area – The main mass of branches of a tree, determined from the outer 

perimeter of the branches of a tree as projected vertically to the ground. 



6) Critical Root Zone – A circular region measured outward from a tree trunk representing the 

essential area of the roots that must be maintained or protected for the tree’s survival. 

Critical root zone is one foot of radial distance for every inch DBH, for Live Oaks 1.5 feet 

for every inch DBH, with a minimum of eight feet. 

7) DBH (Diameter At Breast Height) – The diameter of a tree’s trunk measured at a height of 

4.5 feet from the base of the tree. For trees having multiple trunks, separating below 4.5 feet 

from the base of the tree, the DBH shall be the sum of the trunks’ DBH. (The diameter shall 

be determined by dividing the circumference by 3.14 [π]). 

8) Destroy – An intentional or negligent act which will cause a tree to decline and die, 

including, but not limited to, excessive cutting or pruning, damage inflicted upon the root 

system of a tree, the application of toxic substances, the operation of heavy machinery, 

including trenching devices, the change of natural grade within the critical root zone, and 

damages from injury or fire which result in or permit pest infestation. 

9) Forest Cover – A biological community dominated by trees and other woody plants, 

excluding orchards or nursery stock, covering a land area of 10,000 square feet or greater. 

Forest includes: Areas that have at least 100 live trees per acre with at least 50 percent of 

those trees having a two-inch or greater DBH. Forest areas that have been thinned but not 

cleared. 

10) Forest Stand – A contiguous group of trees sufficiently uniform in species composition, 

arrangement of age classes, and condition to be a distinguishable, homogeneous unit. 

11) Forestation – The establishment of forest or tree cover on an area from which it is presently 

absent, or the planting of open areas which are not presently in forest cover. 

12) Ground Cover – Low growing plants planted in such a manner as to form a continuous 

cover over the ground, such as turf, liriope, ground cover jasmine, or like plants that can be 

maintained at or below two feet in height. Plant materials used as ground cover may consist 

of grasses, ornamental grasses, vines, and other herbaceous material. 

13) Landscape Area – An unenclosed area of land in which landscape materials are placed, 

planted, and maintained. Landscape areas shall include: Island – completely surrounded by 

pavement Peninsula – partially surrounded by pavement and attached to a landscape strip – 

provided around the perimeter of a property 

14) Landscape Coordinator, LCG – For the purpose of compliance with this Ordinance, the 

person designated by the Lafayette Consolidated Government Administration as responsible 

for coordination and review of plans and actions affecting landscaping on public and private 

property. 

15) Landscape Design – The preparation of graphic and written criteria, specifications, and 

detailed plans to arrange and modify the effects of natural features such as plantings, ground 

and water forms, circulation, walks, and other features to comply with the provisions of this 

Ordinance. 

16) Landscape Materials – Living trees, shrubs, vines, grasses, ground covers, and other 

plants. Rocks, pebbles, sand, wood mulch, and other non-living durable materials commonly 

used in landscaping, landscape water features, and artificial plants shall not be considered in 

determining compliance with minimum Landscape Requirements unless they are part of a 

landscape environment that includes living plants. 

17) Landscape Plan – A scaled plan that clearly delineates vehicular use areas and displays and 

describes all landscaping, including methods of irrigation and maintenance of landscaped 

areas. 



18) LCG – Lafayette Consolidated Government. 

19) Loading Area – An area used for trash collection, refuse containers, outdoor freight loading 

and unloading, docks, or outdoor shipping and receiving. 

20) Maintenance – In reference to maintenance of trees and shrubs, an activity, including 

trimming, bracing, pruning, watering, or fertilizing of trees or shrubs for the purpose of 

stabilizing, enhancing, protecting, or controlling their growth. 

21) Mitigation – The mandatory replacement of trees, as required by this Ordinance. 

22) Open Space – The area of a lot, site, tract, or plot exclusive of structures, driveways, 

parking, or open storage areas, which is open to the sky. 

23) Person – A public or private individual, corporation, company, firm, association, trust, 

estate, commission, board, institution, utility, cooperative, or other legal entity. 

24) Preservation – In reference to preservation of trees and shrubs, an activity, including 

trimming, bracing, pruning, fertilizing, protecting or controlling of trees or shrubs for  the 

purpose of retaining such tree or shrub in its existing location. 

25) Private Right-Of-Way – A parcel or strip of land dedicated to vehicular use as a private 

thoroughfare and maintained by the private entity to which it is dedicated. 

26) Public Land – Real property owned and/or maintained by the LCG. 

27) Public Right-Of-Way – A parcel or strip of land dedicated to public use and maintained by 

the LCG. 

28) Public Tree– A tree located on property owned and/or maintained by the LCG. 

29) Removal– An intentional or negligent act which will cause a tree or shrub to decline and 

die, including, but not limited to, excessive cutting, pruning, operation of machinery, 

application of toxic substances, girdling, damage to the root system, or change of natural 

grade above the root system. 

30) Shrub – A low, usually multi-stemmed, self-supporting, woody plant species. 

31) Tree – An evergreen or deciduous upright perennial, planted in the earth, having a single 

main stem, or several main stems with few or no branches on its lowest part, generally 

attaining a height greater than 16 feet at maturity. 

32) Class A – Normally growing to an overall height of approximately 50 feet. 

33) Class B – Normally growing to an overall height of approximately 25 feet. 

34) Tree Protection Devices, Permanent– Measures, such as retaining walls or aeration 

devices that are designed to protect the tree and its root systems throughout its lifetime. 

35) Tree Protection Devices, Temporary – Structural measures, such as fencing, barricades or 

berms, installed prior to construction for the purpose of preventing damage to trees during 

construction. 

36) Utility – A publicly, privately, or cooperatively owned line, facility or system for 

producing, transmitting or distributing communications, power, electricity, light, heat, gas, 

oil products, water, sewage, storm water drainage or other similar services or commodities. 

37) Vehicular Use Area – That area of a development subject to vehicular traffic, including 

accessways, parking lot aisles, loading and service areas, areas used for the parking and 

storage of vehicles, boats, or portable equipment, and the land intended for vehicular use. 

 

 

 



Section 16 Reference 

1. Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design, By Robert A. Gardner, CPP 

2. North Central Crime Prevention through Environmental Design, a partnership with the 

City of Regina, the North Central Community Society, the Public School Board, Regina Police 

Service, and North Central residents. 

3. Green Infrastructure - Types, Applications, and Design Approaches to Manage Wet 

Weather http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/greeninfrastructure/technology 

4. The Sustainable Sites Initiative - Guidelines and Performance Benchmarks 2009, 

prepared by the American Society of Landscape Architects, in conjunction with Lady Bird 

Johnson Wildflower Center at The University of Texas at Austin, and the United States Botanic 

Garden. 

 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/greeninfrastructure/technology

